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was the new machine that a mere handful of officials could run it. But this task accomplished, it remained first to choose the handful; secondly, to organize national nurseries of functionaries knowing their Republican business. The real history of France and the line of its growth during the last thirty-five years of Republican government has been that of the squabble between the Republican crew in office and the Royalist, Imperialist or other gangs out of office.
Now, the effort to man the French administrative machine with trusty Republicans could not go on without friction. It meant both cashiering of upright old officials, as in the operation known as " the purification of the magistracy," and the creating, by school legislation, of a Republican youth and electorate, free from the bias of the loyalties of the former generations. The Catholic Church could either immensely facilitate or seriously hamper this process. What part did it choose to play ?
By the Concordat, and by the Organic Articles which the First Consul regarded as merely the application of his convention with the Pope, the Central Administration held the French clergy in leash. They were functionaries of the State. The high officials (the Bishops) could virtually be chosen by the State, the Pope merely conferring canonical authority on the elect of the Civil Power; and although the Bishops chose the parish priests, the choice had to be confirmed by the State. The Bishops were obliged to swear obedience and fidelity to the Government, and to promise " to have no intelligence, to assist at no council, to have nothing to do with any league, either in France or abroad, contrary to the public peace." Furthermore, they were pledged to inform the central authority if they learned of any scheme concocted to its prejudice. This oath, imposed upon the minor clergy, absorbed them also into the magnificent system of officialdom with which the First Consul thought effectively to police French society.